Fair’s Fair Launch 
Brad Gray 
ACON Education Manager

Thanks Stevie.   

Introduction

It is with a sense of both professional pride and personal discomfort that I stand here today.  

Professional pride because I’m immensely proud of the SSDV work I’ve been involved in since joining the Lesbian and Gay Anti-Violence Project in 2001. 

Personal discomfort because I’ll be talking about some of my own experiences of domestic violence. 

I’ll start with the professional.   

In 2001 I was asked to Chair the newly created SSDV Interagency.  Since that time the Interagency and its individual members have achieved a range of successes for which we should be, and I am, proud. 
I’m proud of the community awareness campaign There’s No Pride in Domestic Violence and the Another Closet booklet.  I believe both of these are world class projects.

I’m proud that we developed a website that is viewed by about 50 new users a day. 

I’m proud that we were able to work with the DoCS DV-Line so that from 2003 they extended their service to gay men. 

I’m proud that we have been able to provide training on DV in same sex relationships to service providers ranging from TAFE counsellors, to refuge workers and from the police to youth workers.  

I’m proud of the fact that following lobbying from the Interagency the Department of Housing included SSDV as a criteria for accessing 3 nights emergency accommodation.  And that ACON can now place gay men and lesbians escaping DV into mid term (if unassisted) accommodation.  

I’m proud that we have been able to help gay and lesbian victims break the cycles of abuse they were experiencing.  To quote one of our clients, “Because we’re gay we don’t see anything that says these things are wrong.  I’ve never seen anything about gay domestic violence except [the There’s No Pride ] ads.“  Seeing that campaign was tipping point for him to leave his partner.  

I’m proud that ACON was able to partner with Anthony Schembri to provide a free social work service that gave practical and emotional assistance to victims of SSDV.  
I’m especially proud to be able to see the launch of Fair’s Fair. It reinforced some of what we knew and it gives us a clearer picture of what DV in our community looks like.  We know that 35% of respondents experienced physical violence.  We know that 16% were threatened with ‘outing’, we know that 15% of people had children under 16 in their care.  And we know that 67% of men and 53% of women did not seek any help or support to deal with the abuse they experienced.  

I’m also proud that we have achieved these successes in partnership with mainstream DV agencies and that we have learnt from the experiences of the women’s DV movement. 
But what I’m most proud of is that we have managed to do all of this with almost no resources.  Since 2001 the Interagency and its individual members have received a total of $68,000 in government funding too address SSDV.  If we average that amount over 7 years we have effectively received an annual budget of $9,700 to address SSDV across the state. 
Every member of the Interagency does this work on top of their other commitments.  There isn’t a single position in all of NSW that has dedicated funding to address SSDV.  

There are still huge gaps in services for same sex victims of DV.  There’s not one supported accommodation service for a gay man leaving a violent relationship. There is no court assistance scheme for men and the lesbian victims are sometimes excluded from the women’s scheme.  And the police response is often patchy and based upon the personal experience of individual officers.    
And SSDV still doesn’t register on the radar of many vital services.  We know of one young gay man who was admitted to the same A+E department 3 times and not once did any staff ask whether his partner had been responsible for his injuries.  
As I mentioned in my introduction I’m going to touch on some of my own experiences of DV.  Part of my discomfort is about disclosing such a private events in such a public forum.  But it’s also because I wonder whether it’s fair to compare my experiences to those of a woman who has experienced extreme violence at the hands of her male partner.  
For five years I was in an abusive relationship.    
From the beginning of the relationship he acted over protective and became aggressively jealous when I spoke with other people, especially my friends.  

He constantly made fun of my appearance.  At every opportunity he’d make jokes about my weight and then when I’d react he’d ridicule me for not being able to take a joke.  I hated myself so much I’d have to change for bed with the light off.   
He constantly subjected me to minor humiliations.  When we were getting in the car he wouldn’t unlock the passenger door until he’d made me chase along beside the car for a while.  At other times he’d shut the front door just before I got to it so I’d have to knock to get in the house.    

If I was going out with friends he would start a fight.  In the end I stopped going out.  And he caused fights with family so that I saw them less and less.  By the end of the relationship I’d lost touch with all but two of my friends and I rarely saw my family.     
He controlled all of my money and even though I had a part time job he expected me to work in his business when I wasn’t at Uni.   He didn’t pay me for that time.  I owned noting except my clothes when I left the relationship.    
He had a frightening temper and would fly into white hot rages at the smallest things.  If I talked on the phone ‘too long’, if I hadn’t cleaned the house before he got home, if I disagreed with his point of view.  He smashed things threw things around the house and sometimes at me.  

He hit me twice.  The first time I was in shock and didn’t know how to react.  He apologised and was charming for weeks afterwards.  The second time he hit me was on the night of our 5th anniversary.  It was then that I decided to leave.  It took me 4 months to build up the courage to leave.   

After I left he tried to manipulate me into coming back to him.  One time he called to say he’d taken an overdose of sleeping pills and didn’t know who else to turn to.  Another time he falsely told me he had AIDS and was dieing.  He even opened a shop in my office building so that he was near me.  

As you can see I’d didn’t suffer extreme physical violence but I did experience fear and social isolation. Anxiety, that lasted years after the relationship finished. And low self-esteem.  I believed I couldn’t do any better than him and that I didn’t deserve any better than him. 

As I was thinking about this speech yesterday a segment came on the 9AM program about a woman who had escaped her violent husband.  She spoke very eloquently about her experiences of abuse and violence and her successful interaction with support services. 

However, as the professional support worker who was being interview with her spoke I felt that my experiences we effectively silenced and disregarded.  As were the experiences of all other victims of same sex domestic violence.  The worker spoke only of women as victims and men as perpetrators.  This gendered language is understandable considering that the majority victims, or survivors, are women.  But it actively silences my experiences, and those of all other gay male victims.  It also silences the victims of lesbian DV.  She missed a hugely important opportunity to say that domestic violence, regardless of the gender of the partners, is unacceptable.    

It was while watching that survivor being interviewed that I realised I needed to talk about my own experiences of DV.  Not so that I can compare them in, for want of a better word, a competitive way. Not to say that either of us suffered more or less than the other. But in recognition of us both as individuals who have been through and survived a damaging experience and that we are both deserving of help and support. As is every other victim of domestic violence, whether they be heterosexual, gay, lesbian or male or female.  

Which brings me back to today.  

The Interagency and its members have achieved a lot with very few resources.  But it’s now time that this issue is recognised as deserving of resources.  As someone with both a professional and personal interest in SSDV I see this report is a clarion call for a fair response to the issues of DV in our relationships. 
That is: 

· Fair legal recognition of our relationships;


· Fair provision of information, training and support for mainstream service providers;  


· Fair access to mainstream services where appropriate; and 


· Fair allocation of resources to provide specific GLBT education and services where mainstream ones aren’t appropriate.   

Not at the expense of women’s or other domestic violence services but as a recognition that abuse and violence in same sex relationships is an issue that warrants a response in its own right.  It’s only fair.     
Thank you.  
Brad Gray 
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