Friends 
I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land, the Mulgoa people of the Darug Nation and pay my respects to their elders both past and present.
I’m really delighted to be here today to launch the Same Sex Domestic Violence Toolkit. 
Same Sex Domestic Violence (SSDV) has historically been a hidden and to some extent taboo subject but we know from our research that it is a significant challenge for many people in our communities.  Shining a light on the issue, dispelling fear and misconceptions and creating safe pathways out of abuse and fear is what this occasion is all about along with celebrating the extraordinary work and commitment of those involved in developing the toolkit. 
Addressing the issue of SSDV is a priority in our strategic directions and it’s reflected in our Strategic Plan and our work with our partners. This work is also of course, reflected in the Toolkit which incorporates the Executive Summary of the “One Size Does Not Fit All” gap analysis of NSW domestic violence support services – and I commend it to you..

And can I say that producing the Toolkit has been very much a labour of love by ACON’s Lesbian and Gay Anti-Violence Project. The AVP is all about helping people who have experienced homophobic violence by providing support, taking reports and working with police. 

We also work constantly to help make our community safer by promoting anti-homophobia initiatives in schools, running anti-homophobia education campaigns, lobbying relevant authorities on security issues, and working with police, government and community organisations on a wide range of violence prevention initiatives. 

Importantly, we also educate, work with and support the GLBT and broader community about SSDV and work with mainstream services to improve their knowledge of - and responses to - SSDV.
So, this Toolkit has been designed for mainstream domestic violence services and others who work in this field. 
It aims to build the capacity of services and professionals to work with GLBTI people experiencing domestic violence. 
It also seeks to raise awareness, knowledge and understanding of SSDV for staff, decision makers and policy makers in this sector. We think it has fantastic potential as a tool in re-orienting services to better meet the needs of GLBTI people by providing resources, information, recommendations and practical tips for addressing the needs and issues for GLBTI people experiencing DV. 

We’re really proud of the toolkit and in launching it today I’d like to acknowledge and thank all of those involved in making this happen.

Firstly the SOAAR - Speak out against Abuse in Relationships - Greater Western Sydney network of agencies and service providers supporting people of diverse sex, sexuality and gender in the area.  Thank you so much for allowing us to launch the SSDV Tool Kit at this important event.
I’d also like to thank the NSW Office for Women’s Policy for the funding which made the Gap Analysis research project and Tool Kit production possible. The Minister was hoping to be here today for the launch but you’ve probably heard that there’s an election on and she’s unavoidably engaged elsewhere. She has however asked me to pass on her apologies and her whole-hearted support for this initiative.

Also thanks, to the Same Sex Domestic Violence Interagency (SSDVI) which supported SOAAR in making today happen 
And my own staff at ACON: Annaliese Constable for coordinating the original research for the SSDV Gap Analysis in 2009 and documenting the findings and of course the fabulous AVP team -  Robert Knapman, Gerry Meleady and especially Moo Baulch for the great work that she has put into this initiative.

Thank you all
Finally, thank you all so much for coming today. It is amazing to see the degree of community support we have for our work – it makes doing it all the more worthwhile.

